
 

 

 

 
 

At Orton Wistow Primary School, our Art and Design curriculum aims to engage, inspire, 

and challenge pupils. We believe that Art and Design encourages children to develop 

their creativity, nurture their imagination and express their individual interests, thoughts 

and ideas, alongside building resilience, confidence and critical thinking skills. The 

curriculum will be tailored to suit the needs of children to equip them with the knowledge 

and skills needed to experiment with and create their own works of art and design.  
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Our Vision and Curriculum 
At Orton Wistow Primary School, our vision is to create opportunities for pupils to explore 

different aspects of making, helping pupils and teachers to understand the ways art 

connects us with our past, helps us embrace the present, and empower and shape our 

future. By exploring why art is relevant to all our lives, we aim to make certain that pupils 

feel entitled to develop their creativity, and understand their place in the world as 

creative, confident beings.  

 

Our rich and exciting visual arts curriculum meets the needs of the current National 

Curriculum for Art. The curriculum is knowledge-rich, and pupils will learn a wide range of 

skills, developing understanding and showing clear progression. Our spiral curriculum 

balances declarative knowledge with experiential knowledge, building self-knowledge 

and nurturing traits in learners which will hold them in good stead whichever direction 

their learning takes them. The curriculum provides pupils with lots of different kinds of 

opportunities and experiences (media, techniques, approaches, artists), all underpinned 

by creative use of drawing and sketchbooks.  Our aim is that every child has the 

opportunity to find the elements of art, craft and design which resonate with them.  

How Art is taught at OWPS 

At Orton Wistow Primary School, our Art and Design curriculum is implemented through 

the Access Art scheme of work.  The Access Art curriculum is designed to help primary 

schools deliver a rich and exciting visual arts curriculum which meets the needs of the 

current National Curriculum for Art. 

From Year 1 to Year 6 we teach Art as a discrete subject following the Access Art 

Pathways. The Pathways provide high quality lessons across a range of skills and artistic 

genres, with opportunities to learn about artists, designers and crafts people from across 

the world, both contemporary and traditional.  

Fluency is built through a spiral curriculum; revisiting and developing skills regularly 

throughout pupils’ time at OWPS in order to give them plenty of opportunities to hone 

talents and abilities. The spiral curriculum focuses on three Pathways: Drawing & 

Sketchbooks (Autumn Term), Surface & Colour (Spring Term) and Working in Three 

Dimensions (Summer Term).  

Each Pathway supports children in developing a knowledge and understanding of:  

● the practical nature of art: methods, techniques, media, materials, technical 

language.  
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● the theoretical nature of art movements, genres, themes, artists and their work and 

its context and significance. 

Within each pathway, children are taught how to reflect upon their own work and the 

work of their peers. Children will evaluate their work and engage in dialogue and decision 

making about the quality of their outcomes and may suggest improvements that could 

be made.  

Throughout their time at OWPS, children will have the opportunity to develop skills within 

the following art forms, across different scales independently and collaboratively: 

● Drawing 

● Sketchbooks 

● Printmaking 

● Painting 

● Collage 

● Making 

From Year 1- Year 6, each pupil will have complete ownership of a sketchbook to record 

and revise thoughts and ideas. The sketchbook is a way to record the creative and 

exploratory journey of each pathway and to show progression through the year groups. 

Artwork from all year groups will be displayed in the school Art Gallery on a rotating basis. 

 

Art Mapping Overview 

 

 

 



4 
 

 

Progression 

The progression map outlines the progression of substantive knowledge and implicit 

knowledge/skills which is built upon in our spiral curriculum, showing links to each Pathway. 
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Art in the EYFS at Orton Wistow Primary School 

In the EYFS, children will be given the opportunity to explore colour, texture, shape and 

form in two and three dimensions. Children will have access to a wide range of 

constructions, collage, painting and drawing activities, using appropriate tools and art 

materials (both in free-flow play and guided activities). In order to tap their artistic 

potential, the children will be encouraged to develop their own creative ideas. Children 

in the Early Years will develop their ‘Expressive Arts and Design skills through a cross-
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curricular approach by following the guidance within ‘Developmental Matters’ issued to 

all schools.  

 

In Art and design, by the end of EYFS children will: 

 ∙ Be able to use art to be creative and express themselves in different ways 

 ∙ Be able to create pictures of what they can see and imagine  

∙ Develop some control when using pencils, paint brushes and other materials. 

 

Children will know that art conveys both thinking (ideas) and feeling (emotion). They will 

use a variety of ways to express and communicate through art. They will know that 

creative thinking involves original responses, not just copying or imitating existing artworks. 

They will use their imagination, curiosity, creativity, cognition, critical thinking and 

experimentation skills to allow them to improvise, collaborate, interact and engage in 

artistic sustained shared thinking. They will have time, space and opportunity to revisit and 

reflect on artistic experiences. Children in EYFS will safely use and explore a variety of 

materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and  
 

 

SEND 

In Art, provisions for children with SEND will be in accordance with the school SEND Policy 

Information Report. We will use adaptive teaching approaches to support children with 

SEND including: 

● Allowing more time 

● Working on a larger/ smaller scale 

● Peer work 

● Teacher collaboration 

● Picture prompts 

Assessment 
 

Art is assessed through ongoing formative assessment of the pupil’s work throughout a 

pathway. Each pathway contains suggested “I can…” statements which can be used to 

check understanding. Progress is tracked through sketchbook work, completed art 

outcomes, in the moment commentary and discussion and pupils’ response to their own 

work. The Progression of Key Skills document is also used to assess achievement in relation 

to year-group expectations. Pupils will be assessed as ‘Below’, ‘Working Towards’, 

‘Expected’ or ‘Greater Depth’. Teacher’s will record pupil assessments each term on 

Insight and monitor their progress throughout the academic year. 
 

 

 


