Welcome to Year 6
Curriculum Evening

Tonight’s aims
▶

▶
▶
▶

Recap the rationale behind the change
in our homework.
Share our revamped expectations and
activities for home learning.
Share other ways you can help your
child at home.
Answer any questions you may have.

Why have we changed?
▶

Research shows that homework in the
form we had been previously setting has
a limited impact on children’s progress.

▶

Feedback from parent questionnaires
showed many parents felt homework
wasn’t at the right level and was taking
too long.

▶

Change to focus on the basics which
underpin other aspects of learning.

▶

Staff working party.

Reading
▶
▶

▶
▶

▶
▶

Read with your child at least three times a week.
Discuss their reading with them- eg questions
about a character, meanings of unusual words.
Record this in their Reading Diary- without this,
we don’t know you are reading with your child.
Older children might prefer to read
independently, however this sharing of and
discussing books is still crucial to their learning.
Book Band, Library Book, home books, magazines
etc.
Please ensure your child has their book and diary
in school every day.

Spelling
▶

We use the Assertive Mentoring scheme- this ties in with the
spelling expectations in the 2014 National Curriculum.

▶

Set of words to practise weekly- look, say, cover, write check.

▶

Discuss the spelling pattern with your child (tips on the sheet)

▶

‘Spot check’ over the week- eg I can’t remember how to spell
____, can you help me?

▶

Additional challenge – for example finding other words with
that pattern, using words in a sentence, looking up definition.

▶

Recorded on sheet in Homework Diaries.

▶

‘Tested’ in dictated sentences in class and expected to apply in
own writing.

Times tables/ number bonds
▶

Weekly practise in Homework Book.

▶

Not just knowing how to recite the table, but answer
mixed up questions and find division facts (or subtraction
for number bonds). Therefore a mix of questions

▶

Times tables Bronze, Silver and Gold Awards

▶

Timestables Rockstars- as often as you can!

▶

Children will be assessed on times tables and given the
appropriate times table to learn.

▶

Tables/ bonds on the move- eg when driving, walking to
school, washing up etc.

▶

Mathletics- please continue to use. Will be set some
weeks as part of times tables homework.

New Homework Book
▶

Will have weekly tables/ number bonds and spelling activities
stuck in.

▶

Sent home on a Friday, due in on a Wednesday.

▶

Whilst we will not be marking the homework, we will be
monitoring which children are/ are not completing spelling and
tables practice and discussing with parents as necessary.

▶

Inside front cover- times tables Bronze, Silver, Gold record.

▶

Inside back cover- National Curriculum spelling list for current
year group.

▶

Expected amount of time on spelling and tables homework is 30
minutes per week, in addition to reading three times with an
adult.

▶

Family Learning games will be sent home when your child has
their Family Learning session.

Times Table Rockstars

Activities to help learn times tables:
▶

By Year 6 Children should know all times tables up to 12 x12

▶

Learn 1 get 1 free! Multiplication is perfect for switchers! For example 7 x 2
gives the same result as 2 x 7. Knowing this means children reduce the
number of times table facts they need to learn, by half!

▶

Children learn the relationship between multiplication and division. They
should learn that 6 x3= 18, 3 x 6= 18, 18 3 = 6 and 18 6 =3.

▶

Doubles! It helps to learn the doubles. If children are able to double they
don’t just learn the two times tables. They can quickly remind themselves of
other facts. For 8 x 6 – double six (2x6=12), double again (4x6=24), double
again (8x6=48)

▶

Singing, chanting: These “old-fashioned” strategies still help. Say the
multiples as you go up the stairs – eg: 3, 6, 9, 12.... Time how quickly they
can do it. Can they run up the stairs? Can they do it backwards when they
come back down? (Please walk forwards though we don’t want to be
responsible for any A&E trips! )

▶

Speed writing: How quickly can you write all the facts in the xtable of choice?
Can you beat your time? Race your parents / older siblings!

▶

Dominoes Place dominoes face down on the table. Player one takes a domino.
Multiply the two numbers together and say the answer. If they are correct
they can keep the domino. Continue the game with each player doing the
same. The winner is whoever has the most dominoes at the end. This game
can be played with a set of dominoes, two playing cards or you could make
your own set focusing on a specific times table.

Why?
▶

Factors and Multiples

▶

Prime Numbers

▶

Related facts e.g.

▶

6 x 6 = 36

▶

http://mathszone.co.uk

so 6 x 60 = 360

0.6 x 6 = 3.6

Spellings

Ideas for reading questions

Other ways to help your child
▶

New website- each year group has a section with
ideas for activities and links to webpages.

▶

Talk with your child about their day- rather than
‘what did you do today?’ try ‘what did you learn
today?’

▶

Encourage your child to research their current
topic- no need to write anything but we’d love to
see any extra home learning activities brought
into school! More details in website presentation.

Any questions?

